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If these extracts give a faithful account of the origin
of the two inhuman customs, we have reason to thank
Heaven for the suppression of the sail by law imposed
upon us. No outside imposition can cure Hindu society
of the enforced widowhood of girls who do not even know
what marriage is. The reform can come first by the force
of enlightened public opinion among the Hindus, secondly
by parents recognizing the duty of marrying their girl
widows. This they can do, where the girls' consent is lack-
ing, by educating their minds to the correctness of their
marrying. Naturally this refers to girls under age. Where
the so-called widows have grown to maturity and they
do not desire to marry, nothing is necessary save to tell
them that they are free to marry precisely as if they were
maidens 'unmarried. It is difficult to break the chains of
prisoners who hug them, mistaking them as ornaments, as
girls and even grown-up women do regard their silver or
golden chains and rings as ornaments.

Harijan, 20-3-'37
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A TWENTIETH CENTURY SATI (?)
[A lady correspondent from Ghatkopar having invited Gandhiji
to express his opinion on an alleged case of sati that was recently
reported in a Bombay Gujarati paper, Gandhiji wrote an article on
the subject in Gujarati of which, the following is an English ren-
dering.]
I hope that the incident as reported in the press is not
true, and that the lady in question died through illness or
through accident, not by suicide. A sati has been described
by our ancients, and the description holds good today, as
one who, ever fixed in her love and devotion to her hus-
band, signalizes herself by her selfless service during her
husband's lifetime as well as after, and remains absolutely
chaste in thought, word and deed. Self-immolation on the
death of the husband is a sign not of enlightenment but
of gross ignorance as to the nature of the soul. The soul